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BERNARD LIETAER (Belgium) — Bernard Lietaer has been active in the 
domain of money systems for a period of 25 years in an unusual variety of functions. 
While at the Central Bank in Belgium he co-designed and implemented the 
convergence mechanism (ECU) to the single European currency system. During that 
period, he also served as President of Belgium’s Electronic Payment System. His 

consultancy experience on four continents ranges from multinational corporations to developing 
countries. 

He was General Manager, Co-Founder and Chief Currency Trader for the Gaia Hedge Funds, 
one of the world’s largest off-shore trading funds. Its flagship fund, Gaia Hedge II, was rated as the 
world’s “top performing managed currency fund” and “the top performing off-shore fund” by 
Micropal Inc. in their survey of 1,800 off-shore funds during the entire period he managed this fund 
(1987-April 1991). Business Week identified him as “the world’s top currency trader” in 1992. 

He was Professor of International Finance at the University of Louvain; and has just completed a 
visiting professorship at Naropa University in Boulder, Colorado, where he designed the curriculum 
of the Business and Economics Department. He is the co-founder and chairman of ACCESS 
Foundation, an educational non-profit whose objective is to communicate best practices in the 
domain of complementary currencies (www.accessfoundation.org). He is a Research Fellow at the 
Center for Sustainable Resources of the University of California at Berkeley; member of the Club of 
Rome; Fellow at the World Academy of Arts and Sciences; member of the European Academy of 
Arts and Sciences; and of the World Business Academy. 

His most recent books include “Money and Sustainability — the Missing Link (forthcoming 2006); 
“Of Human Wealth” (forthcoming 2006); “The Future of Money” (London: Random House, 2001 
translated in 18 other languages), “Mysterium Geld” (Munich: Riemann Verlag, 1999 translated in five 
other languages), Regionalwährungen: Neue Wege zu Nachhaltigem Wohlstand (co-authored with Prof. 
Margrit Kennedy. Munich: Riemann Verlag, March 2004); and “Of Human Wealth: Beyond Greed and 
Scarcity” (forthcoming 2005). 

His very first book Financial Management of Foreign Exchange: An Operational Technique to Reduce Risks 
(Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press, 1969) forecast the floating exchanges of the 1970s. His contributions 
to inflation management similarly prepared for the inflationary period of the 1970s (“Prepare Your 
Company for Inflation” Harvard Business Review (September-October, 1970). His Europe & Latin 
America & The Multinationals (London: Praeger, 1979) predicted the Latin American debt crisis of the 
1980s. Among his other books are The Future of Money Le Grand Jeu Europe Amerique Latine (Paris: 
Presses Universitaires de France, 1981) and Es una Oportunidad la Deuda? (Mexico: Fondo de Cultura 
Economica, 1987) 

More information about his current work is available on www.transaction.net/money/; 
www.accessfoundation.org; www.terratrc.org and the German website www.futuremoney.de. 


